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THE PRIDE PRESS 
From the Principal... 
 

We had a  wonderful time celebrating how thankful we are for our grandparents during the grandparent breakfasts.  Our boys and 
girls and their grandparents always enjoy this very special event.  We are truly thankful for our grandparents and the support they 
show for their grandchildren and our school. 

 

I hope you were able to attend our Student-Led Conferences before Thanksgiving Break.  In one part of the Student-Led Confer-
ence, your child shared with you his/her fall MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) scores for both reading and math.  Your child 
will use these MAP scores to set a goal and a challenge goal for the spring in these content areas.  In the spring, MAP will be admin-
istered again and we will be able to see how much growth has taken place for your child.  We also have used our overall school 
MAP data to set school MAP goals and challenge goals in reading and math.  You can find this data posted on our data board near 
the cafeteria.  A new part of our Student-Led Conference this year was the sharing about our bully prevention program.  This pro-
gram is called the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program and is a researched-based program used all over the world.  You should 
have received a brochure designed by one of our students, Sophie Smith, about bully prevention at the student-led conference.  If 
you were not able to attend and would like one of these brochures, please let our office know and they will send one home with 
your child. 

 

Remember that our school day begins at 7:40 AM.  Students who are not here by that time are considered tardy.  It is VERY impor-
tant for your child to be on time for school.  If they are tardy, then their morning routine and the routine of their class is disrupted.  If 
you are running late, please remember to come into the school and sign in any student who is tardy. 

 

Our teachers are working VERY hard every day to meet the needs of each child on an individual basis.  The staff at Lyman is a won-
derful group of caring professionals with the best interest of each and every child at heart.  Know that each staff member at Lyman 
is committed to serving your child and helping him/her to grow both academically and socially. Our District 5 motto is Every Child…
Every Day and at Lyman Elementary rest assured that we take these words seriously in doing our best for your child every day. 

 

Tim Henson 

Principal 

 

 

 



You may contact us at 949-2330 
or by email at lyman-

pto@gmail.com.  You can also 
find us on facebook. 

 
 

LES Event Calendar  2012-2013 
December 1 -20  Storybook Forest 

December 4  Student Council Meeting 7:55 am 

December 6   Holiday Musical @ 6:30 pm  

December 11-14 PTO Santa Shop @ 8am- 2pm 

December 11  Chorus to Ashlan Village @ 10:00 am  

December 13  PTO Storytime with Santa @ 6-8pm 

December 13  Barnes and Nobel in house book fair—-Ms. Stephens will perform at 6:30 

December 14  Chorus to Westgate Mall @ 6:30 pm  

December 19  Terrific Kid Celebration @ 8:00 am 

December 21  LES Sing-Along, 9:00 am  

December 21  Student Half Day 

December 24-31  Winter Holidays 

January 1-4  Winter Holidays   

January 9  Report Cards Issued  

January 21  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday  

Your 2012-2013 PTO BOARD 

 

Sallie Kinard Louan Bujtor 

Stephen Bujtor Denise Clement 

Katina Degler Karen Cummings 

Laura Hisker Cheri Hercka 

Cathy Brewton Lindsay Vaughn 



Up! Up and Away with 4K!  
Mrs. Farmer and Ms. Starnes 

 
 K4 continues to be busy learning!  It is hard to believe that we have been in school for more than 9 weeks.  
We are working hard on learning colors, numbers, shapes and letters.  We enjoy singing, working in centers, 
and making crafts.  Please remember our hands are small and learning to hold crayons and a pencil is big ac-
complishment for us.   
Please talk to your child often about what they are doing in school. Oftentimes young children will respond, “I 
played” when asked what they did at school. You may want to try being more 
specific with your questions. Try asking, “What books did you read today?” 
“Who did you play with?” “What center did you play in?”  Then follow up with questions specific to their re-
sponses.  Thanks you so much for sharing your precious child with us.  
 

 
 
 
 

It has been a busy couple of months for Kindergarten! We have been working on 
learning 2D and 3D shapes. We are currently working on our teen numbers in math. 
In ELA, we have been reading in small groups, learning about the main idea of stories 
and discussing how to use clues in pictures to help us read. In the month of October, 

Kindergarten went to Fisher's Orchard to experience an apple farm and pumpkin 
patch. The children had a blast! The first quarter has come and gone for our kinder-

garten friends and report cards were sent home at the end of October. In November 
we celebrated our Veteran's with a special Veteran's Day celebration. On November 

20th, Kindergarten will have student-led conferences in our classrooms at 10:30 AM to 
share our writing and MAP goals. 



                                          

     WOW!!  It’s almost Christmas!  Yes!  It’s unbelievable.  However, we still have so much 
learning to do!  In second grade we are really working hard in reading to determine various 
characteristics of genres such as biographies.  We are learning many grammar lessons as well. 
     For Reading, we are adding it all up with two digit as well as three digit numbers.  These chil-
dren are really growing.  For Science, we will soon be working on a unit of magnets that will 
blow the children out of this world.  We just finished government and will soon be going to ge-
ography.  We have so much more to learn!   
     Last month we went on a field trip to the Peace Center to see the production of The Velvet-
een Rabbit!  It was AWESOME!  The children loved it and were amazed by the presentation.  
Now we are looking forward to a trip in the spring to the Columbia Zoo!   
     At Lyman, we have worked very hard the last couple of weeks to prepare for our Student-
Led Conferences and I know the children are excited about sharing with you all!  Please try to 
stress the importance of these every time you can.  Here at Lyman, we 
want each and every child to succeed and meet their goals! 

 

 

First Grade is not ‘LION!’ We have been working harder than ever during the past couple of months! Boy how time 
flies!  

 In ELA, we have been busy learning important skills like, inferring, analyzing and evaluating text and poetry. We 
have also explored the author’s purpose for writing texts and looking at how text and graphic features in infor-
mational text helps us understand what we are reading. We are continuing to work on adding details to our writing 
with the use of adjectives.   

In math, we are continuing to explore different strategies for solving addition problems using various manipula-
tives and math games along the way.  

 In social studies, we are examining government and how each level of government affects its citizens rights and 

responsibilities. 

Parents, please remember to continue to read with your child daily! Don’t forget to have your child practice 
retelling what was read. Also parents, ask questions about was read to continue to build those comprehension 
skills! 

 

 

 

 



Third Grade has been very busy this month.  In math, we began by reviewing basic addition and sub-
traction strategies and then moved on to addition and subtraction of larger numbers. The hardest concepts 
seemed to be subtraction across zeros and subtraction with multiple regrouping.  Next we moved on to alge-
bra where we worked with patterns, missing numbers and input and output tables. We are now heading in to 
time and money.  Not only have we begun working on activities that involve counting money, but students have 
been learning the valuable life skill of counting back change.  Students have also been learning how to tell 
time to the nearest minute using digital and analog clocks.   

 In science, we wrapped up our animals studies unit and headed into Social Studies without taking a 
breath.  We will continue to revisit our animals study as we investigate the Native American tribes of South 
Carolina, the different regions they are associated with and the large variety of plants and animals that are 
indigenous to these regions and our state! In Social Studies, students have also been learning about the Early 
Explorers.  We started by traveling with the Cherokee in the Blue Ridge region of South Carolina and contin-
ued on down to the Yemassee in the Coastal Zone.  Students are now beginning to investigate the early ex-
plorers that came to South Carolina.  

On October 23rd, students in 3rd grade took a very exciting trip to the Children’s Museum in 
Greenville, South Carolina.  There, they were able to participate in numerous hands - on activities and explore 
many different science concepts such as, properties of matter, the scientific method, food pyramid and fric-
tion. 

 In ELA, students have been studying how to conduct research.  We have learned how to use the dic-
tionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia and internet as a resource when searching for information about topics.  
Students then explored these resources by doing some of their own research.  All students had to pick an 
animal that they wanted to research.  Students spent a week using the different tools to research their ani-
mal.  They are now using information found to make a power point presentation. After completing the power 
point, each student will present their power point to their classmates.  

   

  



 

. In language arts we are in the midst of a novel study for our Shared Reading.  We are reading The 
City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau and Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume.  Within our 
studies, we have been examining point of view, main idea, similes, metaphors, and onomatopoeias.  
As we continue to enjoy these novels, we will be looking at characterization, inference skills, and 
cause and effect relationships.   

   As we ended our first nine weeks, we held our first reading celebrations of the year!  All children 
were given a Connect Four game board at the beginning of the nine weeks.  Students were chal-
lenged to connect four circles in a row on their game boards by reading four books of varying genres.  
Students had to score 80% or higher on their A.R. tests to be able shade in a circle.  All students who 
completed their Connect 4 game board were rewarded with a Game Day celebration on Wednesday, 
October 31.  Students spent time together playing board games, card games, or electronic games.  Our 
second reading celebration was our Accelerated Reader party.  All students who reached their individ-
ual A.R. goals received a special pizza party on Wednesday, October 31.  We were amazed at the vol-
ume of reading that has taken place thus far in fourth grade! We hope to see an even larger number 
of students participating in our new A. R. and Reading Mountain Challenges! 

   In social studies, we have set sail with European Explorers.  Throughout our journey, we have ex-
plored the motivations for exploration, several famous explorers, and the results of exploration on 
the New World as well as the Old World. 

  

   The fourth graders participated in a Service Learning Project called, “Read to Feed the Hungry”. 
This project extended learning beyond the classroom while serving the community in a significant 
way. Students were encouraged to secure pledges for the amount of books they read during a two 
week reading blitz in September. Parents and friends of our students greatly supported them as evi-
dent by the amount of cans which were collected. Our students read a total of 1,157 books and col-
lected 5,235 cans for the Greer Soup Kitchen. These numbers far surpass all of our past donations, so 
way to go 4th graders!! This organization feeds 200 citizens each week day, and the director, Martha 
O’Neal, was overwhelmed with what our boys and girls did.  During our trip to the Soup Kitchen, 
she stated that they would make it well through the winter with this donation. Also, we would like to 
thank Sonic Drive-in located in Greer for the tasty ice cream for over 100 students. Our celebration 
wrapped up at Kids Planet Playground. This project could not have reached this magnitude without 
the support of all of the parent volunteers throughout the week and support of canned products.      

 



 

We are finding children with head lice. For your family’s protection, it is recommended that parents check their 
children once a week as a precaution.   

Anyone can get lice, but children  get it more frequently due to their close contact with one another. 

Lice walk, they do not fly or hop.  They travel from person to person by two heads touching or transferred via per-
sonal articles like brushes, combs or hats. 

Adult lice are brownish-grey.  They do not have wings.  They do not carry disease but they bite and cause itching 
and redness.  They are difficult to see because they avoid light and move quickly.  The female louse lays 3-6 eggs 
per day (called nits).  They can live up to 30 days.  The nits cement to the hair with natures own “superglue”.  They 
are tiny, silver-colored specks that are difficult to remove.  They hatch in 7-10 days unless they are removed.  Nits 
must be combed out carefully. 

Students with head lice may not attend school until properly treated.  Treatments are available at your local drug 
store.  Directions are included.  Wash all clothing, bed linens etc. in hot water and dry on high.  Non-washable 
items should be placed in a tightly sealed plastic bag for 2 weeks. 

Please remember to check all family members and treat as needed.  Daily nit checks are advised for 10 days follow-
ing treatment..  Do not retreat on the basis of itching alone, as treatment itself can cause itching.   

If you have any questions, you may call Nurse Parks  here at school. 

 

Mr. Potter, an artist-in-residence, visited our school during the month of  
October.  He taught us all about clay.  The students made a variety of  
clay bowls, vases, and sculptures.  The clay will be fired in our kiln and 
then the students will paint their creations.  We would like to thank our 
PTO for sponsoring this special art week! 

 

 

 

Art News 



Guidance News 

Our Lyman students have been very busy over October and November studying new charac-
ter traits.  Our character trait for the month of October was Courage.  In connection with the Olweus 
Bullying Prevention Program, we discussed how it takes courage to make good choices and to do the 
right thing!  It takes courage to stand up and do what is right even when it is hard to do.  Students dis-
cussed how it takes courage to be kind to others, stand up for them when others are unkind, and pre-
venting bullying behaviors. 

The character trait for the month of November is Citizenship.  What a perfect month to learn 
about citizenship!  Our younger students learned that as citizens of our school and town, it is up to us 
to make sure that we take care of it.  We can care for our community by making good choices, follow-
ing the rules, and cleaning up after ourselves at home and at school.  Our older students took a differ-
ent approach to citizenship by learning about their role in the online community of the World Wide 
Web.  We discussed online safety tips, and how to use the internet responsibly to be a good “digital 
citizen.” 

I am so proud of our students and how thoughtful they are in each lesson!  The character trait 
for the month of December will be Caring. 

I would like to thank all of our students, faculty, and staff for making Red Ribbon Week a huge 
success.  The theme this year is “The Best Me is Drug Free!”  Each day was themed so students could 
show their support. 

Monday:  Our Future is Too Bright for Drugs!  Wear your sunglasses to show how bright our drug-free 
futures are! 

Tuesday:  Real Heroes Don’t Use Drugs!  Wear a super hero cape to show we are true heroes! 

Wednesday:  RED-y to Be Drug Free!  Everyone wear RED to take a stand against drugs. 

Thursday:  Don’t believe the Stories You Hear!  Drugs are Bad!!  Storybook Character Day! 

Students enjoyed wearing their shades and showing off handmade capes this week!  Thank 
you to all of the Parents that signed our Drug Free Partnership pledge.  Students dropped the signed 
portion of their pledges in the big red box at the front of the school as they returned them.  Each day 5 
lucky winners were drawn from the box to receive fun Red Ribbon prizes! 

I am looking forward to another great month at Lyman Elementary with our wonderful stu-
dents! 

  

 



Media Center news 
 

Our Book Character Parade and Storybook Pumpkin Patch were both very successful.  Thanks to all who participated in 
these events.  Our Storybook Forest is underway right now.  Please remember to send in a handmade decoration, based on 

your child’s grade level theme, to help decorate the trees.. 

Kindergarten  If You Give A...series by Laura Numeroff 

1st Grade Fairy Tales 

2nd Grade Junie B. Jones 

3rd Grade My Weird School series 

4th Grade Diary of a Wimpy Kid series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Note 

 

 

Please mark your calendars now for some special musical events tak-
ing place this holiday season.  Our LES students will be performing at vari-
ous events at our school and in the community.  On Thursday, 12/6 @ 6:30 
pm, our 2nd grade students will be presenting “Mrs. Claus and the Great Elf 
Rebellion” in the cafeteria at school.  On Tuesday, 12/11 @ 10:00 am, our 
4th grade chorus will visit Ashlan Village to spread some holiday cheer, and 
they will perform again at Westgate Mall on Friday, 12/14 @ 6:30 pm.  
Our entire school will participate in our 5th Annual Sing-Along on Friday, 
12/21 @ 9:00 am.  I invite you to come to any of these events to hear our 
wonderful students sing and celebrate the holidays with us.   

        ~ Mrs. Barrick 

 

 



German 
News 

First grade students completed a unit on the calendar and weather, learning the Ger-
man names for the seasons, months, days of the week, and weather words.  We 
danced the “Macarena” to the months in German and learned a song with the days of 
the week.  Students are now learning their color words using the German version of 
the book Brown Bear.   

Second graders have just finished a unit on rooms in a house.  We learned the Ger-
man words for different rooms, drew and labeled our own houses, and also looked at 
some of the castles and old houses in Germany and Austria on Google Earth.  Our 
next unit will be on fruits and vegetables and holiday foods in Germany. 

Third graders recently completed a unit on the food pyramid.  They learned the Ger-
man words for the different categories of the food pyramid, the names of certain 
foods in German, and classified these foods into the correct categories of the pyra-
mid.  We are now working on a unit called Places in the City. 

Fourth grade students finished a unit on the parts of the body.   



The Pride Pledge 
I know what’s right, I know what’s 

good,  
As a Lyman Lion, I know I should  

   Pledge to: 
Respect myself and others, 
Make responsible choices, 

Do my personal best 
 I pledge to be the best I can be. 

We are the Lyman Lions! 
  ROAR! 

 

 


